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spirit of God. In their meetings no one is designated
beforehand for the purpose of directing the worship:
whoever feels himself inspired by the spirit takes it
upon himself to speak; even the women are so inspired.
Sometimes the person inspired falls into an ecstasy or
is even attacked by convulsions; that is the reason
why the enemies of the sect call them Quakers (trem-
blers) ; they themselves have adopted the name of
Friends.

The Quakers take literally all the words which they
find in the Scriptures. Christ said, "swear not at all";
they refuse to take an oath, even in a court of justice,
and would rather let themselves be condemned than to
violate the word of God. The Scriptures forbid the
shedding of blood; and they refuse to become soldiers.
The Scriptures do not speak of tithes; and they refuse
to pay them.

While admitting the truth of the Scriptures, the
Quakers take into consideration only their own inter-
pretations and their own inspiration; and they arrive
at a doctrine very different from the other Protestant
doctrines. ."Protestantism/* they say, "is but a begin-
ning of a reformation." It has come about that they
admit no ceremony, not even baptism and the Lord's
Supper, they reject the doctrine of original sin (which
is the foundation of Protestantism), and they declare
that the doctrine of predestination is a blasphemy, for
all men can be saved, even without knowing Christ,
on condition that they follow the light from within,
which enlightens the whole human race. But this
light is not the light of reason; the Quakers condemn
the philosophers and scorn reason. "It is the art of